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crisis. I listened to all the complaints of the
English officials, but I determined to choose my
own battle-ground in the struggle which was
obviously impending. It was necessary that the
quarrel should be brought to a head over an issue
which would, on the one hand, be comprehensible
to the British public, and, on the other hand,
would afford no justifiable grounds for the inter-
vention of any foreign Powers. Knowing the
characters of those with whom I had to deal, I
felt convinced that, if I had the patience to wait,
the folly of my opponents would afford me some
suitable opportunity for striking a decisive blow.
They did not belie my anticipations.

During my absence in England Maher Pasha
was named Under-Secretary of the War Depart-
ment. Directly I heard of his nomination I felt
sure that troubles were ahead. The Khedive
had already shown great want of judgment in
dealing with military matters. Maher Pasha,
who possessed the Khedive's confidence, set
himself to work to undermine the authority of
General Kitchener, the Commander-in-C3bief of
the Egyptian army.1

Early in January 1894, the Khedive went up
the Nile, accompanied by Maher Pasha. A short

1 like a good many other Egyptian officials, Maker Pasha
soon learnt that bis Anglophobia was a mistake. He eventually
obtained civil employment and worked cordially with the British
officials.